
WELCOME→
11+ ENGLISH

Education is not preparation
for life; education is life itself.
JOHN DEWEY



CONTENTS→

The GL Assessment/CAT4/NFER exam (multiple choice)
The independent school exams (standard paper/written
response)
The CEM exam (multiple choice)
The ISEB exam (online adaptive tests/multiple choice)
The CSSE exam (multiple choice)

11+ ENGLISH SYLLABUS 
The question types in the 11+ English exam can vary
depending on which type of exam your child is sitting.
Generally speaking, there are five main types of exam:
Generally speaking, there are five main exam types:
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Vocabulary 
● Synonyms and Antonyms 
● Latin and Greek Root Words 
● Gendered Words 
● Idioms

Grammar 
● Past, Present and Future Tenses 
● Main and Subordinate Clauses 
● Pronouns 
● Prepositions 
● Determiners 
● Conjunctions 
● Modal Verbs 
● Verb Agreement 
● Active and Passive Voice 
● Subjunctive Verb Forms 
● Nouns 
● Verbs 
● Adjectives 
● Plurals
● Suffixes 
● Compound words 
● Prefixes

Punctuation
● Speech 
● Hyphens 
● Parentheses 
● Commas 
● Full Stops 
● Semi-Colons 
● Hyphens

Students should be able to: 
● Write using clearly structured paragraphs 
● Organise ideas effectively 
● Convey feelings and opinions in an accurate way 
● Write imaginatively and descriptively 
● Use a range of literary devices in their compositions 
● Respond accurately to the title, question or stimulus given 
● Use stimuli as the basis for producing an effective story

KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED
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Comprehension 
Students should be able to: 
●  Read factual and fictional passages and texts from a wide variety of
sources 
● Read passages and texts carefully and demonstrate the ability to identify
and extract information 
●  Use the mark allocation given to gauge how much to write. The marks
are usually written in brackets at the end of each question. For example (5)
indicates that a maximum of 5 marks will be awarded for this particular
question 
● Explain the purpose behind a writer or poet’s choice of words 
● Explain the purpose of a text 
●  Explain the effect of specific words, phrases and sentences on the
reader Show that they can summarise sections within passages and
identify the main idea 
●  Support their answers using quotations from the text when prompted
to do so 
●  Explain the meaning of high-level vocabulary words that appear in the
text and understand their usage in relation to how each word is used 
● Use inference and deduction skills to read between the lines and draw
conclusions
●  Demonstrate an awareness of how word choice, vocabulary, grammar
and punctuation affect the meaning of a text 
● Recognise literary devices and explain how create effect and also explain
the writer’s purpose when using such words
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→
The range of topics included in the composition or

writing section varies and can include the
following: 

● Writing to discuss, persuade, inform or instruct 
● Factual or personal writing 
● Descriptive writing 
● Responding to picture stimulus 
● Continuing a story 
● A book review 
● A diary entry 
● Writing a letter to persuade, discuss, inform or
instruct
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GRAMMAR GLOSSARY
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TENSES


































